THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK
OFFICE OF MARGARET S. CHIN

250 Broadway, Suite 1882
New York, NY 10007

**FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE** JAN. 18, 2017

Contact: Paul Leonard [CM Chin] (212) 788-7259, pleonard@council.nyc.gov

CM CHIN STANDS UP FOR ASIAN AMERICAN
COMMUNITY WITH PASSAGE OF BILL
PROTECING FLOWER VENDORS FROM

FINES & ARREST

CITY HALL- More than a week before Asian Lunar New Year, Council Member Margaret S.
Chin (D-Lower Manhattan) celebrated the passage today of legislation that will allow individuals
to sell flowers for one week leading up to Asian Lunar New Year without the fear of large fines
and even arrest.

“I have gotten frantic calls from friends and family members of vendors who have been arrested
and put in jail — merely for selling flowers to people celebrating Asian Lunar New Year,” said
Council Member Chin. “This is not fair, and it is not right. My legislation will ensure that
vendors selling flowers during the Asian Lunar New Year season will be able to do so without
the fear of fines or even arrest.”
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Intro 1061, introduced by Council Member Chin, will protect flower sellers for a period of seven
days before Asian Lunar New Year, as well as the holiday itself, every single year. It passed the
Council today overwhelmingly, 44-0, with two abstentions.

Currently, even vendors with a Food Vendor License are subject to tickets and arrest by
enforcement agents. After several vendors were ticketed and detained for selling flowers,
Council Member Chin successfully advocated with the NYPD’s 5™ Precinct to stop the unjust
treatment of these vendors during one of the most important holidays of the year.

Once signed by the Mayor, this bill will protect all flower vendors in every Asian community
throughout New York City during the upcoming Asian Lunar New Year season, and for every
single Lunar New Year to come.
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